


CREATING A NEW SUBJECT
In 2016, the Foundation for 
Religious Sciences John XXIII 
(Fscire) set about creating 
a large member-based 
research network, connecting 
organizations which deal with 
religious studies in Europe.

Scholarly associations working in 
the field of religious studies have 
been active throughout Europe 
for decades. These were created 
to guarantee an exchange among 
generations of teachers and 

This need has become all the 
more pressing now that the 
debate on religions poses key 
challenges for our societies. 

The making of the database 
started in July 2015 and 

surveyed more than 1800 
institutions

students. Each association has its 
own epistemological specificity, 
and each is characterized 
by different methodological 
directions and research topics. 
In addition to these associations, 
there are numerous scientific 
societies, research centers, 
university departments,working 
groups, and a variety of 
organizations who engage in this 
field of study.

Fscire has made a substantial 
database of these organizations 
in Europe (over 1800 surveyed), 
confirming the extent of the 
phenomenon and the need to 
equip this ‘archipelago’ with a 
common foundation.



Fscire endeavors to respond to 
this necessity by promoting the 
establishment of a European 
Academy of Religion: a research 
and exchange consortium 
that connects individuals, 
organizations and institutions in 
a spirit of scientific cooperation. 

REACHING OUT
Initial contacts with the 
institutions and scholars surveyed 
began in the summer of 2016. 
Approximately 3000 invitations 
were sent out and the response 
was overwhelmingly positive: the 
proposal was accepted by a large 
number of those contacted, and 
support arrived not only from 
Europe, but also from the Near 
East and Maghreb.

Among them, 25 universities 
agreed to act as mentors of the 
Academy in tandem with the 
University of Bologna, Oxford 
and Paris, who have been active 
supporters of the initiative from 
the outset. 

The project has also received 
positive reception from the Italian 
and European institutional sector: 
the initiative has received the 
High Patronage of the European 
Parliament, the Patronage of the 
Italian Ministry of Education, 
University and Research as well 
as the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
and International Cooperation. 
It has also enjoyed the direct 
participation of the European 
Commissioner for Innovation 
and Research, Carlos Moedas, 
and the Special Envoy of the 
European Commission for the 
Promotion of Religious Freedom, 
Ján Figel’.

Among those who accepted 
our proposal there were 
institutions from all over 

Europe (346) and 
Russia (3), the Middle East 

and the Caucasus (11), 
the Maghreb (8), America 
and Asia (14), for a total of 

568 representatives

Fscire also contacted all 
the surveyed universities in 
Europe and the non-European 
universities to which participants 
were affiliated. 



PROBING THE GROUND
The launch event of the European 
Academy of Religion occurred 
on December 5, 2016 in the 
Aula Magna Santa Lucia of the 
University of Bologna.

More than three hundred 
institutions (research centers 
and scholarly associations, 
departments and scientific journals, 
publishers and media) supported 
the Academy’s founding, with 
more than five hundred delegates 
participating in the conference.



The launch event was an 
opportunity for everyone to meet, 
discuss and to raise awareness 
about the institutions with which 
they are affiliated. In order to 
foster mutual understanding 
and encourage dialogue, an 
alphabetical catalog of all parties, 
containing brief descriptions of 
their activities and research topics 
was distributed on the day of the 
event: the research Yellow Pages. 

The day opened with the keynote 
speeches of Commissioner 

Moedas and other distinguished 
academics and representatives 
of OSCE/ODIHR, UNESCO, the 
World Economic Forum, and 
many others. Then, researchers 
and scholars worked together in 
three parallel working sessions 
in order to define a statute for 
the Academy, organize the first 
annual meeting, and submit 
proposals and ideas for the 
research platform. 

The proposals and suggestions 
made within the three discussion 

groups were collected and 
examined by the moderators of 
each committee. Together with 
the organizational secretariat, 
moderators make up the 
international board of the newly-
formed Association. 

The results of the activities of 
the board were presented on 
January 2, 2017 through a letter 
sent to all participants and posted 
on the website of the European 
Academy of Religion.



TESTING THE IDEA
The participants’ interest and 
enthusiasm convinced the board 
to explore the opportunity to 
organize a second meeting in 
2017, with the primary objective 
of approving the Academy 
Statute and test its capacity 
to be an inclusive platform of 
exchange and cooperation (in 
preparation for the first annual 
conference to be held in 2018). 
Therefore, the conference 
program was structured so as 
to allow the affiliated institutions 
to present studies and ongoing 
activities.

EVENT OUTCOMES
The Ex Nihilo was the first 
conference organized by the 
EuARe.

The Conference took place under 
the auspices of the G7 Italian 
Presidency and was organized in 
collaboration with the Ministry 
of Education, Universities and 
Research.



It began on the afternoon of June 
18th with opening addresses 
by the Special Envoy Ján Figel’, 
the Rector of the University of 
Bologna Francesco Ubertini, 
the Secretary of Fscire Alberto 
Melloni, and the President of 
the Consiglio Nazionale Forense 
Andrea Mascherin.

On Tuesday June 20th the 
Conference hosted the 
Convention of the Consiglio 
Nazionale Forense. During that 
Convention, the High Level 
Panel Education and Global 
Citizenship took place, presided 
over by Minister Valeria Fedeli. 

During the five-day conference 
there were 200 active working 
sessions divided into 133 panels 
(for a total of 568 interventions) 
and 9 lectures held by 
international guests.

On June 21st, the Ex Nihilo 
Conference hosted the General 
Assembly of the European 
Academy of Religion. The day 
was dedicated to the discussion 
and approval of the Statute and to 
planning the first annual meeting, 
arranged for March 2018.

The General Assembly of 
the European Academy of 

Religion  is composed 
of all EuARe members. 
It is one of its organs, 

together with the Executive 
Committee, the Secretary 

General, the Treasurer, 
the Vice-President, and the 

President.



OUR MISSION STATEMENT
Religion plays a central role in our world. Shared knowledge and 
academic reflection can stimulate a peaceful coexistence and avoid 
religious illiteracy. Both in the academic world and in Europe as a 
whole, there is a basis of a shared understanding of the importance 
of religious pluralism, religious freedom, ecumenical dialogue, 
and of the role of religions and of religious studies in order to build 
peace and citizenship in the global world.

The European Academy of Religion (EuARe) is a research initiative 
launched under  the high patronage of the European Parliament 
which offers an exchange platform to  academies and scientific 
societies; associations; research centers and institutions; university 
labs, clusters, and departments; journals, publishers, media and 
scholars coming from Europe and the surrounding regions.

EuARe is an inclusive network of networks which is committed to:

• giving voice to religious anthropology, archeology, arts, conflicts, 
cults,  doctrines, exegesis, experiences, history, institutions, 
laws, philology, philosophy, psychology, theologies, texts, and 
all the disciplines with an academic status in the universities 
or research centers, with their own  distinctive and specific 
epistemological traditions;

ATTENDANCE
The Conference registered 
a total of 952 attendees, 
enjoying a significant increase in 
participation with respect to the 
launching event.

The great majority of them 
came from European countries 
(866 participants), but no less 
significant was the presence 
of attendees (86 participants) 
coming from nearby regions 
(Russia, the Caucasus, the 
Middle East and Maghreb) and 
from other continents (America, 
Asia and Australia).

The full list of participants 
is available on the European 
Academy of Religion website

The Conference enjoyed the 
High Patronage of the European 
Parliament, the patronages 
of the European Commission 
Representation in Italy, the 
Assemblée Parlamentaire de la 
Mediterranée, the Italian Senate 
and Chamber of Deputies, of 



• promoting academic and interdisciplinary exchange, fostering 
mutual respect between individuals and communities of diverse 
religion or belief;

• providing an open space to those who work in the production 
and/or dissemination of knowledge in and of the religious field;

• being an instrument to make visible the academic institutions 
and centers of a very large and diverse set of disciplines to the 
public opinion and decision  makers through a public, open-
access web platform and an annual convention;

• adopting an inclusive approach and encourage disciplinary 
and  interdisciplinary research in the perspective of open 
research, cultural  diplomacy, dialogue among thinkers, 
peaceful relationships among cultural systems, and intellectual 
international cooperation;

• offering a forum for the exchange of information between 
academics and decision makers in order to create understanding 
in the public domain concerning developments which contain 
religious aspects or motivations;

• encouraging stakeholders in Europe in addressing the post-
secular resurgence of the role of religion in the public sphere; 
contributing to the construction of society and formation of 
culture.

MIUR and MAECI, of CNR and 
the Consiglio Nazionale Forense, 
the City of Bologna, the Emilia 
Romagna Region and of the 
regional Legislative Assembly.

PRESS RELEASES
The press agency Ansa and a 
number of newspapers and 
national periodicals (including 
Avvenire, Corriere di Bologna, 
La Repubblica, L’Espresso, La 
Stampa, Il Resto del Carlino, Il 
Sole 24 Ore) wrote about the Ex 
Nihilo Zero Conference.

The Conference also enjoyed 
international publicity through 
the websites of a number of 
national European institutions, 
and the websites of participating 
institutions, as well as online 
newspapers.

National television broadcasting 
services and local networks 
dedicated stories, features and 
interviews to the event.

The radio broadcast channel of 
the Consiglio Nazionale Forense 
produced a piece concerning the 
Conference.



Following the Ex Nihilo Zero 
Conference (Bologna, June 18-
22, 2017), the EuARe formally 
began in 2018 with annual 
conferences planned to take 
place in early March.

THE PROGRAM
The Annual Conference 
program is composed of plenary 
(keynote lectures, disputationes, 
dialogues) and working sessions 
(panels, papers and book 
presentations). While the topics 
of working sessions reflect the 
variety of disciplines embraced by 
the Academy, plenary sessions, 
offered by internationally 
renowned scholars, are 
convened each year around a 
specific topic.

a display space reserved to 
publishers.
Publishers are invited to present 
their latest publications and 
organize book presentations with 
the authors, and come to Bologna 
or send informative materials 
about their publications.

HOW TO PARTICIPATE
Contributing to the Conference
Scholars can contribute to the 
Conference by convening a panel 
or applying for a single paper.
Submission forms for panel and 
paper proposals can be found 
at the European Academy of 
Religion website.
The acceptance of proposals is 
subject to the evaluation of the 
European Academy of Religion 
Executive Committee.
All European languages are 
accepted; nevertheless, in order 
to reach the widest possible 
audience, only one language 
is admitted within the same 
working session.
As translation is not provided, the 
use of English and the preparation 
of hand-outs are encouraged.
Panel proponents are strongly 
recommended to increase their 
audience by spreading the word 
about their participation in the 
Conference and by advertising 
the meeting on their institutional 
websites and in newsletters.

Attending the Conference
Registration forms are available 
on the European Academy of 
Religion website.
The Academy offers travel grants 
to Students, PhD Students, Post-
Docs and Early Career Scholars 
in a number depending on the 
yearly availability of funds. This 
funding is also available to those 
who would like to attend the 
meeting as auditors, i.e. without 
offering a conference paper. All 

The annual call for proposals, 
submission and registration 
forms are available on the 

EuARe website in early spring.

One of the aims of the Academy 
is to put in contact scholars 
with publishers from all over 
Europe and beyond. Therefore, 
every Annual Conference hosts 



those concerned can submit a 
request to eu_are@fscire.it after 
registering to the Conference. 
A curriculum vitae, a motivation 
letter and an estimated travel 
budget is required as a part of the 
application.

MEMBERSHIP AND RATES
EuARe is open to individuals, 
academic associations and 
institutions, publishers, journals, 
media and other organizations 
engaged in the study, critical 
consideration, scientific research 
or public  understanding of 
religion and its interactions 
with society in Europe and 
beyond. Members different 
from individuals will designate a 
representative entitled to vote on 
behalf of the institution he/she 
represents.

the member year Conference (up 
to 5 people, in case of collective 
membership),  patronage on 
scientific activities, the possibility 
to advertise call for papers, 
grants, fellowships and scientific 
activities on our website and 
social profiles,  and are  invited 
to join and participate in the 
Academy General Assemblies.

GENERAL ASSEMBLIES
The General Assembly of the 
European Academy of Religion is 
convened every year within the 
Annual Conference.
In 2018 the General Assembly 
was the occasion to elect the 
Academy Executive Committee, 
which serves a term of four years.

The EuARe is willing to 
offer to its members the 

possibility to patron 
scientific activities such as 
seminars, conferences and 

other events.
Proposed initiatives should 
be scientifically sound and 

clearly connected to 
religious issues. 

The EuARe sponsorship is 
made available for initiatives 

coming from different 
religious and non-religious 
organizations, universities, 

centers and journals.
More can be found on the 

Academy website

The form to be submitted in order 
to join the Academy is available 
on the EuARe website. The annual 
dues are 100 € for collective 
subjects and 50 € for individuals. 
Members benefit from 
discounted conference rates for 

Our Presidents

Frederik Pedersen, University 
of Aberdeen, 2017-2018

Jocelyne Cesari, University of 
Birmingham, 2018-2019



MED DIALOGUES
Since  the  Zero  Conference  the 
Academy  launched  a  special  
relationship  with  ISPI,  the  Italian  
Institute  for International Political 
Studies, which is based in Milan.

At that time, ISPI organized a 
panel; in 2018 the Academy 
hosted ISPI for its International 
Workshop on Religion and 
International Relations and 
a Public Roundtable on 
Interreligious Dialogue and 
Foreign Policy.

As a part of this partnership, ISPI 
kindly hosted the Academy at 
the 4th edition of the RomeMED 
Dialogues, which is a  annual  
high-level  initiative,  promoted  
by  the  Italian  Ministry  of  
Foreign  Affairs  and  International 
Cooperation and ISPI in Rome.

Within the RomeMED framework, 
the Academy was part of the “Pre-
MED dialogues” with a Religion 
forum entitled: “Religion  and  
International  Relations.  Setting  
a  Mediterranean  Agenda”,  with  



guests  coming  from  Italy, the 
United Kingdom, Jordan, the 
United States, Sudan and Saudi 
Arabia.

PRESENTATION OF 
THE ACADEMY TO THE 
DIPLOMATIC CORPS
In  January  2018, the Academy 
met the  members  of  the  
diplomatic  corps  accredited  
to  the  Holy  See at the  Italian  
Embassy  to  the  Holy  See, in 
order to present them its mission, 
vision and future events.
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www.europeanacademyofreligion.org

https://www.facebook.com/EuropeanAcademyofReligion/
https://twitter.com/eu_are

The Annual Conference of the European Academy of Religion is organized by 
the Foundation for religious sciences John XXIII (Bologna, IT),

in partnership with the Centre for the Study of Religion and Politics (University of St. Andrews, UK)
and with the contribution of the Italian Ministry for Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation


